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A DEEPER NEED 
Pastor Jim Dunn  
(With deep indebtedness to David Schmitt, Concordia Journal, Summer 2012, pp 276-277) 

 

 

Numbers 11:4-29 

4 Now the rabble that was among them had a strong craving. And the people of 

Israel also wept again and said, “Oh that we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the 

fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the 

onions, and the garlic. 6 But now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but 

this manna to look at.” 

7 Now the manna was like coriander seed, and its appearance like that of bdellium. 

8 The people went about and gathered it and ground it in handmills or beat it in 

mortars and boiled it in pots and made cakes of it. And the taste of it was like the taste 

of cakes baked with oil. 9 When the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna 

fell with it. 

10 Moses heard the people weeping throughout their clans, everyone at the door of 

his tent. And the anger of the Lord blazed hotly, and Moses was displeased. 11 Moses 

said to the Lord, “Why have you dealt ill with your servant? And why have I not found 

favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? 12 Did I conceive 

all this people? Did I give them birth, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your 

bosom, as a nurse carries a nursing child,’ to the land that you swore to give their 

fathers? 13 Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they weep before 

me and say, ‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’ 14 I am not able to carry all this people 

alone; the burden is too heavy for me. 15 If you will treat me like this, kill me at once, if I 

find favor in your sight, that I may not see my wretchedness.” 

Elders Appointed to Aid Moses 

16 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy men of the elders of Israel, 

whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them, and bring 
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them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with you. 17 And I will 

come down and talk with you there. And I will take some of the Spirit that is on you 

and put it on them, and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, so that you 

may not bear it yourself alone. 18 And say to the people, ‘Consecrate yourselves for 

tomorrow, and you shall eat meat, for you have wept in the hearing of the Lord, 

saying, “Who will give us meat to eat? For it was better for us in Egypt.” Therefore the 

Lord will give you meat, and you shall eat. 19 You shall not eat just one day, or two 

days, or five days, or ten days, or twenty days, 20 but a whole month, until it comes out 

at your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you, because you have rejected the Lord 

who is among you and have wept before him, saying, “Why did we come out of 

Egypt?”’” 21 But Moses said, “The people among whom I am number six hundred 

thousand on foot, and you have said, ‘I will give them meat, that they may eat a 

whole month!’ 22 Shall flocks and herds be slaughtered for them, and be enough for 

them? Or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, and be enough 

for them?” 23 And the Lord said to Moses, “Is the Lord's hand shortened? Now you shall 

see whether my word will come true for you or not.” 

24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord. And he gathered 

seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the tent. 25 Then 

the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that 

was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, 

they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it. 

26 Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named 

Medad, and the Spirit rested on them. They were among those registered, but they 

had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27 And a young 

man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28 And 

Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said, “My lord Moses, stop 

them.” 29 But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the 

Lord's people were prophets, that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!” 
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James Butler Hickok, better known as Wild Bill Hickok, was a gunfighter, scount and 

lawman.  There are many stories about him, though they don’t always agree. One of 

them is the sad story of Hickok’s gunfight with Phil Coe in Abilene, Kansas in 1871. One 

Hickok admirer remembered it this way:  

 

"Philip Coe was from Texas, ran a saloon and gambling den, sold whiskey 

and men's souls. As vile a character as I ever met, for some cause Coe 

hated Wild Bill, and he vowed to secure the death of the marshal. Not 

having the courage to do it himself, one day Coe filled about 200 

cowboys with whiskey, hoping that they would get to shooting and in the 

melee shoot the marshal. But Wild Bill learned of the scheme and cornered 

Coe with his pistols drawn. Just as Wild Bill pulled the triggers one of the 

town policemen rushed around the corner between him and Coe and 

both rounds entered his body, killing him instantly. In an instant, Bill pulled 

both triggers again, sending two bullets into Coe's abdomen and, turning 

his guns on the drunken cowboys, Bill said, ‘Now do any of you fellows 

want the rest of these bullets?’”  

 

Others remembered it like this: Hickok killed Coe first. Then, catching a glimpse of 

someone running toward him, he quickly fired two more shots, accidentally shooting 

and killing a deputy marshal coming to his aid. The same witnesses say that this 

haunted Hickok for the rest of his life.  

 

Same event. Two different memories. Memory can be selective.  

 

As our Old Testament text begins, we remember. We remember that Israel ate manna 

in the desert forty years. And we remember that Israel had lived in Egypt before that. 

In hardship. Their lives were bitter with hard labor in brick and mortar. At one time their 

baby boys were taken from them and thrown into the Nile River to be drowned. So, 

when God delivered Israel from slavery, they rejoiced.  
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On the day God parted the Red Sea, Israel sang: “I will sing to the Lord for He is highly 

exalted… Pharoah’s chariots and army He has hurled into the sea…” The song ended 

with trust in God for Israel’s future: “You will bring them in and plant them on the 

mountain of Your inheritance…” (Exodus 15:1,4,17) 

 

“Israel’s memory, however, differs from ours. Israel remembers her time in Egypt in a 

way that is selective. There is no mention of bricks or mortar. There is not one mention 

of the horrific loss of their children. But the food Israel ate in Egypt she remembers in 

great detail: fish, cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic. And that food cost her 

nothing, Israel says. This selective memory leads her not to rejoice but to weep: ‘Now 

our strength is dried up…” And of her future Israel laments: “And there is nothing at all 

but this manna to look at…’ (Numbers 11:5,6)” (Schmitt) 

 

God was blessing Israel with daily manna. Nourishment for the journey to the Promised 

Land. But she couldn’t see the blessings of the present or of the future. Because of her 

selective memory of the past. She couldn’t treasure her blessings of the present or of 

her future, “because she coveted what she once had in the past.” (Schmitt)  

“God’s people today can still fall into this sin. Memories of the past can cause us to not 

see how God is at work among us in the present.” (Schmitt) These memories can be 

those we hold as a congregation. The congregation has memories of how the church 

used to be, the days when chairs had to be placed in the aisles to accommodate all 

the people. These memories can cause us to not see His present blessings; can cause 

God’s people to covet the glory of the past.  

 

Or, selective memories of the past may be personal, individual. For the individual child 

of God, the details of his or her past successes are gone from memory. All that he or 

she remembers are past struggles, conflicts, hardships, and failures. These selective 

memories create a paralyzing regret over the past that can keep one from seeing the 

blessings and seizing the opportunities of the present.  

 

So, either regrets over the past or the glory days of the past can hide the glory that is 

present. Today! Today, God speaks in our midst. Today, God forgives our sins. Today, 

God sees beyond our coveting of past glory and our wallowing in our regret. He sees 

that we have a deeper need. 
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For Israel living in the desert, that deeper need was not something to satisfy their 

craving for the food they ate back in Egypt. “Their deeper need was a need for a 

word. A word to bring them to a deeper trust in the Lord for their present and their 

future. So, the Lord’s immediate response to their weeping was not to send them an 

abundance of meat. Instead, He sent them an abundance of His Word. And an 

abundance of His Holy Spirit.” (Schmitt) The Lord instructed Moses to gather seventy 

elders or leaders of Israel at the place of worship. Then it says, “the Lord took some of 

the Holy Spirit that was on Moses and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the 

Spirit rested on them, they prophesied.” (Numbers 11:25) They preached to the people 

of Israel. And when two of those elders, Eldad and Medad, began to preach within 

the camp, then Moses… (The same Moses who had complained earlier, “I am not 

able to carry all this people alone.” [Numbers 11:14]) Then Moses looked forward to 

the future with hope, longing for that day when the Spirit of God would be poured out 

on all God’s people. 

 

God saw in them a deeper need than a craving for their past, and He provided. He 

provided the preaching of His Word. The same preaching of His Word He provides you 

from this pulpit. And through the preaching from this pulpit, the Lord takes the same 

Holy Spirit that was on Moses and pours Him out on every one of you… as He has on all 

of His people ever since the One came who was able to carry all this people alone. 

Carried Israel and you and all your sins and past failures on the cross. And there gave 

His flesh as food and poured out His blood for drink for you… so that the Holy Spirit may 

fall afresh on you today.  

 

God indeed provides. He provides for your deeper need. He provides the preaching 

of His Word and His Holy Spirit, revealing to you His present work and blessing, to 

deepen your trust in the Lord for Immanuel’s present and future. Today He speaks in 

your midst. Today He forgives your personal and individual past failures, so that you are 

able to engage the work that is before you. Today He gives you a vision of hope for 

your future through another Old Testament text you remember: “Man does not live on 

bread alone,” or meat, or filled pews, or personal success, “but man lives on every 

word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” (Deuteronomy 8:3)  Amen 


